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and Margaret was not at all the motive of contemporary
Renaissance scholars, the establishment of pagan learning.
Their aim was to maintain a supply of instructed and virtu-
ous priests. Other men were great promoters of learning;
three generations of the royal house, Wolsey, Fox, all in
these years were making foundations at Oxford and Cam-
bridge. The new foundations were one side of the new pro-
gress, but even before modern America learnt the lesson, it
had been found much easier to arrange for buildings and
endowments than to produce real scholars.

Fisher was the collector of what was said to be the best
private library in Europe. His enormous reading lay in all
the centuries of the Christian era, mainly of course in Latin.
He seems to have acquired, not a mastery of Greek, but a
working knowledge, for the reading of Erasmus3 New Testa-
ment, and some Hebrew. What Greek he had, Fisher
acquired comparatively late in life, when he was nearing
fifty. The Greek lectures which Erasmus gave at Cambridge
were not well attended. His health was bad and there was
an outbreak of plague, but his appointment to the Lady
Margaret chair and a pension of a hundred florins a year
were tangible benefits for which he had to thank the
Chancellor Bishop. " A true Bishop and true theologian,"
he calls him, and writes, in 1510, " either I am greatly mis-
taken or Fisher is a man with whom no one in our time can
be compared, either for holiness of life or greatness of soul.'*

When Erasmus stayed with Fisher at Rochester, he wrote
to a friend that he had more than ten times regretted his
promise to make a ten-day stay, and there was more holiness
of life than he cared for at such close quarters. By a for-
tunate chance we can know very well how Fisher lived at
home in his own see, among the estuary marshes of Kent.
His palace overlooked the river, and Erasmus has no doubts
as to its unwholesomeness.
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I shrewdly suspect/' he wrote to Fisher in 1525,
fifteen years after that visit of his own which he had
regretted, " that the state of your health principally
depends upon your situation. The near approach of
the tide, as well as the mud which is left exposed at every
reflux of the water, renders the climate unwholesome.
Your library, too, is surrounded with glass windows,
which let the keen air through the crevices. I know